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OVERVIEW
Christianity is the world’s most popular religion.
Over a period of 2000 years it has contributed to
the development of western civilisation and the
development of human rights, as well as to many
deaths and abuses.
Christianity is also Australia’s most populous
religion, and has been the basis of Australia’s
legal and political system since 1788.
So, what Christians believe, and the way they act,
are significant.
See the figures for recent Census returns at
Appendix 2.
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Christianity in Australia is in crisis. And making
headlines around the world. It’s a religion rocked by
sex abuse scandals, in-fighting and battling against
the tide of public opinion. To top it all off, this oncedominant religion has suffered a dramatic drop in
numbers over the last decade. A whole generation
of Australians is growing up to say they have “no
religion”.
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CURRICULUM
APPLICABILITY
Christians Like Us is an
accessible resource that could be
used in Years 10-12 classes in:

There has never been
a better time to put
Christianity under the
microscope.

•
•
•
•
•

ENGLISH
ETHICS
PSYCHOLOGY
RELIGION
CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP

Christians Like Us is
a compelling two x one hour series for SBS
Television, where ten Australian Christians of
vastly different beliefs must live in a house
together for seven days, to debate the hot topics
of their faith. It’s a week of shocking revelations,
emotional outbursts and surprising insights as they
tackle sexual abuse in the church, abortion, gay
conversion therapy and women as priests.

The Christians will also come face to face with the
non-believers – being forced to defend their faith to
atheists and hecklers at Sydney’s Speakers Corner,
and sit awkwardly at a raucous comedy club in one
of Australia’s most secular suburbs. They’ll also
meet unorthodox Christians who prefer pub stools
over church pews.
Often fiery, sometimes confronting, always
powerful, Christians Like Us will shine a light
on what it means to be Christian in Australia in
2019. Ultimately, the ten Christians will attempt to
answer the toughest question of all. With Christian
numbers declining across the western world, how
will they save their religion?
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From fundamentalist to ultra-progressive,
charismatic to controversial – the ten participants
are passionate and opinionated – a far cry from
the cliché of the quiet cardigan-wearing Christian.
From the moment they arrive – the housemates
are shocked to discover there is a Mormon in the
house. Most of them don’t even consider Mormons
as Christian. Her mission is to prove she is part
of Christianity. To add to the controversy, some
participants haven’t revealed everything about
themselves to the others. How will the group react
when they discover one of their housemates is
an abortion doctor? Another endured years of
gay conversion therapy by the church. And one

housemate was the victim of sexual abuse at the
hands of a priest.
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BEFORE WATCHING
CHRISTIANS LIKE US
**2 Read the Background
Information
Some in your class might be
Christians and know a lot about
it, others may not and may know
little. To get the most understanding
out of Christians Like Us it would
be worth reading the Background
Information about Christians and
Christianity at Appendix 1.

**1 Brainstorm
This series is about Christians.
What is a Christian? Brainstorm to create a set of ideas
about what Christians and Christianity mean to you.
Do not worry that you might have wrong ideas or
inaccurate information, or that somebody else in your
classroom might have a different or even contradictory
idea or information. The point of this activity is to pin
down what you know, and what you think you know, and
then test all this through the work you are about to do.
You might organise your ideas under these headings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What sort of person is a Christian?
What do Christians do?
What do Christians believe?
What are Christians’ values?
What is similar about Christians to other Australians?
What is different?
What are the issues that are significant to Christians?

**3 Start to find out about the people
You are about to meet ten people. Watching these people will help you find out about Christians
and Christianity in Australia today. What do they share? What divides them? What can they
teach us about who Christians are today?
© ATOM 2019

Turn to pages 5–9 to see some biographical information about them. Each class member
should take one of the 10, and read the biographical notes supplied. Then use that information
to add as much information as possible into table 1 on page 10. Report back on that person to
the whole class. In this way you will be able to know about and have a summary of each of the
ten, and then explore what you learn about them in the programs.
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*Steve
*
Smith
AGE: 58 LOCATION: Newcastle, NSW BACKGROUND/
DENOMINATION: Former Anglican. Now agnostic. OCCUPATION:

Retired. Former youth worker with the YMCA.

*Rev
*
Tiffany Sparks
AGE: 37 LOCATION: Brisbane, QLD BACKGROUND/DENOMINATION:
Anglican OCCUPATION: Reverend of Anglican Church

Reverend Tiffany is a progressive priest in charge of
St Paul’s Anglican Church in the parish of Ashgrove
in Brisbane. Tiffany was ordained when she was
29, and was the youngest female priest in charge
in Brisbane at the time. As a pregnant teenager,
Tiffany studied her Bachelor in Theology and Social
Sciences with honours. Her son is now 21 and she
is married with five step-children and a grandchild.
She has previously worked at the ACU in the
department of theology, and Griffith University as
Chaplain.
Tiffany is part of “A Progressive Christian Voice”,
who are advocates for LGBTQIA rights and
promote discussions within the church on same
sex marriage. During her time at St Paul’s church,
she has introduced Bitcoin and Poke Stops (part
of Pokemon Go which are places of interest) to
educate her congregation about online behaviours.
Tiffany is a strong advocate for women in leadership
roles in the church, and has done a thesis on Junia,
the first woman Apostle from Romans 16.7. “In the
1500’s when Romans was translated into French,
the translator assumed Junia was a man because
there were no such things as women apostles. It
was not until much later that Biblical scholars fully
discovered the mistake. Even now it is still debated
by conservatives that Junia was either not a woman
or not a real apostle. My thesis also taught me
about the radical egalitarian nature of the early
Church and how it became more conservative and
complementarian over the centuries. We have to
keep the egalitarian nature of God alive in the world
rather than limit God to loving a select few and even
then, loving some more than others.”

pages 5-9

Steve is now happily re-married to Rachel, and
between them, they have five grown up children and
three grandchildren. Steve is now retired, but worked
for the YMCA with children who’d been abused and
disadvantaged kids.
THE ABUSE: Steve’s family was devoutly Anglican
– his mother was the church organist, and he and
his brothers were altar boys. Reverend George
Parker moved to the parish when Steve was ten
years old, and the priest started raping Steve almost
every Sunday. The abuse continued for the next five
years. Steve says it was particularly hard for him
to sit across from his abuser during Sunday lunch
at his home. At the age of fifteen, Steve realised
he couldn’t go on like this and finally told his mum.
She told the Bishop and the Bishop threw her out.
Two years later, his mother died suddenly of a heart
attack and to Steve’s horror, the church sent George
Parker (his abuser) to conduct his mother’s funeral.
Steve tried to tell the police many times over the
ensuing decades. Finally in 2016, the priest was
charged with sexual abuse but died three weeks
later, robbing Steve of his chance for justice.
Eventually Steve got an apology from the Church
and has the backing of the Royal Commission. He
now feels vindicated.
For many years, Steve was very anti church and
called himself an atheist. Now he admits he is still
searching for a faith. “I really want to believe that
there is a God - but how could God allow that to
happen to me?” He would love to understand, he
would love to belong, he would love to find answers
and peace.
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Tiffany believes in change within the church. She
recently preached at St. John’s Cathedral for Pride
week on ‘How To Do the Church Better’ and raised
a number of issues about how the Church has
treated the LGBTQI community and how they can
be a more open community filled with God’s love.

Steve was sexually abused by an Anglican priest
in Maitland in the 1970s, from the age of 10 to 15.
He spent the next thirty years seeking justice for
this abuse – and it also ruined much of his life.
He attempted suicide multiple times and his first
marriage fell apart. The priest was finally charged
in 2016, but died a few weeks later before he could
stand trial.
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*Chris
*
Csabs
AGE: 33 LOCATION: Sydney, NSW BACKGROUND/DENOMINATION:
Former Baptist OCCUPATION: Youth Worker

Chris is a gay Christian, who has always believed in
God, but stopped going to church two years ago,
when the same sex marriage debate caused a huge
rift in the Christian community. Chris was opposed
to the scare-mongering carried out by the Christians
involved in the No Vote campaign.

*Hannah
*
Campbell
AGE: 26 LOCATION: Brisbane, QLD BACKGROUND/
DENOMINATION: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
(Mormon) OCCUPATION: Performing Arts Student

Raised as a member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Hannah is passionate
about her faith and a very active member of
her Church community. Hannah travelled to
the Philippines for 18 months as part of her
role as a Mormon missionary. She is single
and is currently studying performing arts in
Queensland. Singing is her other great passion.
Hannah feels very strongly about Christ and
being a Christian. She doesn’t understand
why people don’t consider Mormons as real
Christians, even though they follow the teachings
of Jesus Christ. She doesn’t like the moniker
“Mormon” and prefers to be called a “member of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints”.
“My entire life I have felt marginalized because
I am not a Christian. I don’t really belong to the
Christian community because we’re so different.
It’s always been a difficult path to walk, trying to
find a sense of belonging.”
Hannah is conservative and outspoken in her
views. She believes that same sex marriage is
an affront to her religious beliefs and freedoms
- it changes the definition of marriage, which is
sacred. She thinks abortion is murder and sex
before marriage is taboo. As part of her faith,
Hannah refrains from alcohol, coffee, drugs, and
anything else that can be classed as addictive.

Living Waters has since closed down and the
Canberra church has apologised for hosting it.
“At the time, I was depressed, praying every day
that God would either heal me or kill me. I was
literally praying for a car accident or something
like that. I’d never kill myself but I was hoping God
would do it. I could not face living a life so lonely as
I had for the last seven years.” It was Chris’ parents
that finally intervened, after at first being opposed
to homosexuality. “When they saw I was so broken
they took me aside, talked to me and helped me to
accept I was gay and realise it was not a sickness
that needed healing.”
In 2018, Chris started a petition to ban gay
conversion therapy in Australia. Victoria is the first
state planning to outlaw the practise.
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Other Christians marginalise the Latter-day
Saints, because Latter-day Saints believe the
Book of Mormon is a second version of God’s
word and they consider Joseph Smith a prophet.
During her week in the house, Hannah’s mission
is to prove to the others that she is indeed a
Christian.

Chris first became disillusioned with the church
about ten years ago, after he endured a long period
of gay conversion therapy. At the age of 19, he
moved to Canberra to attend the Living Waters
course, hoping to be “cured” of his attraction to
men. He had been told by his church that gay
people were “disgusting”, “perverted”, and even
possessed by demons. “I thought there was
something innately wrong with me because I was
gay. I was desperate by the time I was 16 to find a
fix for it, so when I was introduced to this course,
I jumped at the chance.” For nine months, he
met with a group of about 20 others with “broken
sexualities” at a church in Canberra. The group
would read through a textbook, full of debunked
theories on sexuality from the 1950s and 1960s that
blamed domineering mothers and absent fathers
for making children gay. “It was very much like an
AA group actually, but it was all with the intention of
going from gay to straight,” he said.
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*Steve
*
Chong
AGE: 40 LOCATION: Sydney, NSW BACKGROUND/
DENOMINATION: Evangelical / RICE Movement
OCCUPATION: Itinerant preacher and founding leader and

director of the RICE Movement.

Growing up in a Chinese-Malaysian family,
schooled at James Ruse High School and
studying commerce meant that even though he
was born in Australia, Steve Chong has been
surrounded by Asian youth all his life. This
fuelled a passion to see his Australian-Asian
demographic represented among the Christians
of today.

*Assumpta
*
Venkatachalam
AGE: 38 LOCATION: Sydney, NSW BACKGROUND/
DENOMINATION: Sydney Anglican. Converted from Hinduism.
OCCUPATION: IT Consultant

Born into the Indian Brahmin caste – traditionally
priests, teachers and protectors of sacred
learning are in this highest caste – Assumpta
was raised a Hindu in a secular Indian family.
When her father died suddenly when she was
16, Assumpta experienced a crisis of faith. She
abandoned her Hindu beliefs and searched
for something more meaningful, eventually
converting to Christianity. This was tough on her
family, who hold their Hinduism in high regard.
Assumpta now attends a Sydney Anglican
Church, which is considered far more
conservative than most other Anglican diocese.
Sydney Anglicans oppose women as priests
– they believe in ‘complementarianism’ which
means women should not be in a position
of authority over a man, and should not lead
congregations. Sydney Anglicans are often at
odds with other Anglican churches because
of their conservative views and stance against
female priests.

In 2003, Steve founded the RICE movement Renewal and InterChurch Evangelism – geared
towards Asian youth. RICE holds annual rallies
in Australia and New Zealand, where thousands
of young, mainly Asian worshippers congregate
to praise Jesus. They also hold smaller weekly
prayer meetings in several Australian cities, with
an evangelical style of worship focussing on
music and dance.
Steve previously worked as a youth pastor,
completed bible college and then spent seven
years leading his church. He is now working
part time for RICE and part time in an itinerant
preaching role, speaking at different churches
and events in Australia and New Zealand.
Famous American evangelical preacher Billy
Graham is Steve’s hero.
Steve is married with two boys and two girls all
under the age of 8. He met his wife Naomi at
Moore College, the conservative training college
for Sydney Anglicans.
Steve believes the future face of Christianity
is Asian. The world and particularly Australia
is lagging behind. Steve opposes same sex
marriage and abortion, and believes everything
in the bible is true.

Assumpta is single and believes in celibacy
before marriage. She is looking for a Christian
man to marry but is struggling to find someone
who holds the same strong Christian beliefs as
she does.
She doesn’t believe in abortion or same sex
marriage and signed a letter to parliament in
February 2018 that requested protection of
religious freedoms.
© ATOM 2019
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*Jo
* Kenderes
AGE: 54 LOCATION: Sydney, NSW BACKGROUND/
DENOMINATION: Roman Catholic OCCUPATION: Religious

Studies Teacher

Jo has a degree in theology and performing arts,
and teaches theology at St Vincent’s Catholic
College in Potts Point. She says that day in, day
out, she is analysing scripture.
Jo is married with four children and describes
herself as a progressive Catholic. “I think I know
the structure and hierarchy, clericalism, sexismanything with an ‘ism’ - within the Catholic Church.
Most people who go to mass are women yet they
are limited to the smallest roles. The only thing
standing behind this notion is hierarchy - Jesus
was a man - and anyone with half a brain knows
the hierarchy being based on Jesus being a man is
a load of bollocks.”
Jo goes to a Jesuit Parish. “They are up there
with the movers and shakers of the world – the
current Pope is Jesuit - they have a different way of
viewing the world and that suits me.”
Jo supports the notion of married priests and
female priests in the catholic church. She believes
the scriptures are allegorical, and should not be
viewed literally.
She thinks the Catholic Church should accept
homosexuality as a natural thing, and allow same
sex marriage as soon as possible. “The Church
will change its teaching on marriage – it changed
its teaching on divorce.” She strongly believes the
church needs to move with the times.
Unlike many Catholics, Jo is also fine with sex
before marriage. “God has got bigger things to
worry about - do you think he really cares if you
had a great time last night? I do teach my kids
that love and sex is about dignity - it doesn’t have
anything to do with marriage.”

*Pastor
*
Marty Beckett
AGE: 48 LOCATION: Sydney, NSW BACKGROUND/DENOMINATION:
Pentecostal OCCUPATION: Pastor at “The Rock” church & CEO of
not-for-profit organisation Christ Mission Possible.

Marty Beckett describes himself as an outrageous
lover of God, and an outrageous lover of people. He
hates labels but for our sake, he will call himself a
Pentecostal. He is married with two children.
Martin is CEO for Christ Mission Possible in
Kingswood in Sydney’s western suburbs, a
nonprofit organisation that offers food and housing
solutions for the homeless.
Marty is also senior pastor at a church called
THE ROCK, which congregates in a converted
warehouse next to the Christ Mission Possible
offices. Marty’s worship is charismatic and
Pentecostal, led by music and a very informal
sermon. He believes in speaking in tongues and
faith healing. His church is part of the Cross Link
Christian Network. Marty says people would
describe them as ‘happy clappies’.
Marty is a fundamentalist, who believes in Creation
– i.e. God breathed life into Adam, then made Eve
out of Adam’s rib bone.
He believes homosexuality is wrong and it is
possible to “teach” gays how to behave. Any
sex outside of heterosexual marriage is wrong –
so homosexuality is wrong if you act upon your
feelings. Marty thinks abortion is murder, but he
would never protest outside an abortion centre - it’s
always about love. Marty can give plenty of rational
reasons why women should not have an abortion
i.e. suicide and depression rates in women who
choose to have an abortion.
Marty runs a program that supports young girls who
are pregnant and thinking about having an abortion.
He says 99% of the time he can talk them around
and show them there are other options.
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Marty does not believe the church should change
with the times. The church must stand strong, as
we need absolutes and must take guidance from
God’s word.
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*Dr
* Carol Portmann
AGE: 51 LOCATION: Brisbane, QLD BACKGROUND/
DENOMINATION: Uniting Church OCCUPATION: Obstetrician

With a medical career spanning almost 30
years, Dr Carol Portmann is an obstetrician,
gynaecologist and maternal foetal medicine
specialist at a private practice in Brisbane. Carol
has been married for 22 years, and is an Elder
in the Uniting Church, giving pastoral care to the
congregation.
In her role as a gynaecologist, Carol has been
performing abortions for many years. She was
a very vocal campaigner during the recent
passing of abortion legislation in Queensland.
Carol has reconciled her work with her Christian
faith, believing that God gave us free will and
intelligence, and what she does is help women.
And ultimately, God should be the only one that
judges her actions.
Carol’s church is very inclusive, and has recently
allowed same sex marriage ceremonies to be
performed in the church. “If you’re lucky enough
to love someone, does it really matter what
that person happens to be in terms of gender.
You know it is kind of like saying you can’t love
someone outside of your race…I don’t really
understand why there is this issue surrounding it.”
She doesn’t believe the answer to everything is
in the Bible, which is over a thousand years old.
Being a good Australian Christian is more about
actions than words. She’s a big believer in social
justice, charitable deeds and treating everyone as
equal.

*Daniel
*
Nour
AGE: 28 LOCATION: Sydney, NSW BACKGROUND/
DENOMINATION: Coptic Catholic OCCUPATION: Media &

Communications officer for a not-for-profit organization
Daniel was born and raised a Protestant, but
converted to Catholicism. He is now a Coptic
Catholic, which means Egyptian Catholic.
He discovered Catholicism and realised
that thousands of years of religious history
had been left out of Protestantism. He was
baptized by a priest into the Catholic faith
in 2013. Daniel says his faith involves a long
mass in Arabic with very ancient rites. He
loves a high mass with all the “bells and
smells that go with it”.
He lives with his parents, who are still
Protestant.
Daniel believes the respect and value of
Christianity in modern day society has ebbed
away and it is “uncool to be a Christian”. He
doesn’t believe in sex before marriage and is
saving himself for marriage. Other things he
wouldn’t do as a good Christian – “I wouldn’t
look at porn and even some TV programs. I
watched an episode of ‘Girls’ and felt like I
needed to go to confession after that.”
He voted no to same sex marriage. “I do
believe that the Sacrament of marriage is just
that, sacred, and when you change it into
gay marriage, or polygamous, then it’s not
marriage anymore.”
He does not approve of female priests in the
catholic church and says God chose 12 male
apostles. “Women trying to be priests is like
men trying to be the Virgin Mary.”
He believes abortion is murder and does not
think abortion should be legal in this country.
NO exception – not even rape. “Catholics
believe that human life begins at conception –
and this is not open to human intervention.”
© ATOM 2019
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TABLE

1

Participant Summary

Participant’s
Name
Type of
Christianity
Conservative or
Progressive
Attitude to
the Bible
Attitude to
Abortion
Attitude to sexual
abuses of clergy
Attitude to role
of women in
the church
How the person
worships
Attitude to sex
before marriage
Attitude to
homosexuality
Attitude to same
sex marriage
Your impression
of the person
before watching
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Your final
impression of
the person after
watching
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Table 1

EXPLORING
IDEAS AND
ISSUES
IN THE
CLASSROOM
**Episode 1
In Episode 1 the ten participants arrive at the house
in Bella Vista in Sydney’s Hills District, and are
immediately confronted by controversy. Reverend
Tiffany is a female priest, something frowned upon
by more conservative Christians in the house. So
she’s gearing up for attack as she walks through
the door. The last participant to arrive is Hannah,
who is a Latter-day Saint or Mormon. Many of the
Christians don’t consider her to be part of their
religion. Hannah’s mission this week is to prove
them wrong.
On their first dinner together, sparks fly when
Chris, a gay Christian, argues that conservative
Christians are bullies, who created a scare
campaign during the same-sex marriage vote.
Fundamentalist pastor Marty vehemently defends
his right to oppose same sex marriage. Other
conservative Christians Hannah, Daniel and
young Steve also speak out against homosexual
relationships. By the end of their first supper,
the house is already split into progressives and
conservatives.

That afternoon, Pastor Marty wants to show
everyone how the church can also do good work.
He takes the group to his charity in Sydney’s
western suburbs, where they feed hundreds of
underprivileged people. It restores older Steve’s
faith in Christianity. But Tiffany and Chris discover
goodwill comes at a cost, when one of Marty’s
flock argues that women should not be priests and
homosexuals will all go to hell.
To lighten the mood, Daniel takes the housemates
to a comedy club in one of Australia’s most atheist
suburbs, Glebe. The group squirms as comedians
have a red-hot crack at the Christians in the
audience. But at the end of the night, conservative
Catholic Daniel reveals a very surprising side of
himself.
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The next morning, the group discusses the Royal
Commission into sexual abuse in the church.
The housemates are shocked when older Steve

reveals he was abused by an Anglican priest as
a child. His mother tried to tell the church, but
they turned her away and she died soon after. To
Steve’s horror, the priest who was molesting him
conducted his mother’s funeral. For thirty years,
Steve tried to tell authorities about his abuse.
Finally, the offending priest was charged in 2016,
but died before he could stand trial. Steve pours
out the heartache and pain he’s been enduring for
three decades since the abuse. His emotional story
leaves everyone in tears.
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the arguments or point of view of each side on
the way the Bible should be read. Why can a
difference exist between Christians on such an
issue?

1.8 The participants discuss the issue of same
sex marriage. There are opposing views – in
favour, and against. How does each side justify
its stance? Why can a difference exist between
Christians on such an issue?
1.9 We hear Steve’s story of his sexual abuse
as a boy by an Anglican minister. How do the
others react to his revelation? What was the role
of the organised church in Steve’s situation?
How has it affected his attitude to Christianity?
BILLY GRAHAM
DISCUSSING THE ISSUES AND IDEAS RAISED

1.1 Look at the introductory segment. What
issues are raised? What does this signal will be the
approach of the film?
1.2 Now meet the 10 people. What is your
impression of each? Add any new information or
ideas about them to the summary table.
1.3

You have seen that they are different
types of Christians or ‘denominations (such as
Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican). Look at Appendix
1 Background Information to make sure you
understand how there can be different versions
within the overall idea of ‘Christian’.

1.4 What do all the different denominations share
in common?
1.5 The participants can be considered
traditional/conservative, or progressive/
modernists. Classify each person into
the appropriate category and add this
information to the summary table.
1.6 The participants discuss
the idea of ‘priesthood’, and the
possibility of women as priests. What
are the main arguments of those
who are traditionalists? What are the
main arguments of those who are
progressives? Why can a difference exist
between Christians on such an issue?

1.11 The participants discuss the central
Christian idea of life after death – the idea of
heaven and hell. What different attitudes exist to
this issue?
1.12 We see Daniel perform at a comedy
night. Why does he feel that Christians are
misrepresented and misunderstood by
the general society? How does he seek to
undermine these through his comedy?
AT THE END OF THIS EPISODE, LOOK BACK AT
YOUR INITIAL IDEAS ABOUT CHRISTIANS AND
CHRISTIANITY. HAVE YOU CHANGED ANY OF
YOUR INITIAL IDEAS?
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1.7 The participants discuss the issue
of the meaning and messages of the
Bible, and how it should be read – either
literally as the word of God, or figuratively
in a way that suits modern culture. What
is the Bible? How was it created? What is
its importance for Christians? Summarise

Reference is made
to Billy Graham.
Billy Graham was an
American evangelist
preacher who
visited Australia
and New Zealand in
1959, holding 114
meetings over 106
days that called for a
spiritual renewal for
Christians.
His rallies drew huge
crowds. By the end
of the 1959 Southern
Cross Crusade, it
is estimated that
half the people in
Australia had heard
Billy Graham’s Gospel
message either at a
live event or over the
airwaves. His rally
at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground
was attended by
143,000 people, the
biggest crowd ever to
assemble there.

1.10 Marty also wants the group to talk about
the good that the church is doing, not just the
bad. What is the message and point of the
group t-shirt? What responsibility do people
today have for the abuse of the past?
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So dating for a Christian these days is extremely
tough.

**Episode 2
In Episode 2 the household is already split between
the conservatives and progressives.

The next morning, the group debates one of
Christianity’s most controversial topics – abortion.
Housemate Carol, who’s spent most of the
week cooking and mothering the others, shocks
everyone when she reveals she performs abortions
in her home state of Queensland. The conservative
Christians are horrified, as they firmly believe
abortion is murder.
Hannah, the Mormon or Latter-day Saint, is keen
to convince the others that she IS a Christian.
So she takes the group to her street-preaching,
then makes an impassioned plea to the other

But the Christians’ first task is to defend their faith
in a public forum – Speakers’ Corner in Sydney’s
Domain. Ironically, it is the youngest Christians
who are willing to stand up and argue their beliefs
with the outspoken atheists and hecklers in the
audience.
Gay Christian Chris reveals why he hasn’t been
to church for the last few years – he went through
seven years of gay conversion therapy from the
age of 17. Chris was told by his church that being
gay was perverted, so he tried everything to ‘pray
away the gay’. Until he realised he shouldn’t
change who he was. Some of the conservative
housemates argue that it is possible to help
homosexuals change their sexual identity. They
question how Chris can be gay and still call himself
a Christian.
© ATOM 2019

Later that night, the younger housemates chat
about the challenges of staying chaste in the
modern world. Many of them believe that any
sex outside a heterosexual marriage is taboo.
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2.3 The participants discuss the Bible again. What
different attitudes do we see towards the Bible?

housemates to accept her
as Christian. But many of
the housemates still refuse
to believe Mormons are part
of Christianity. It’s a crushing blow for
Hannah.
On Sunday, the group decide to hold a prayer
service together. It’s a moment of special bonding
for the different denominations, but for older
Steve, it brings up all the pain of his past sexual
abuse at the hands of a priest. And he struggles
to participate. He decides to show the group a
different way to worship. A bunch of Christian
bikers rumble into the quiet suburban street, to
take the housemates to a pub to pray.

2.4 Chris reveals his experience of gay
conversion therapy. What do we learn from Chris
about the struggles he has had being gay? What
do we learn about the attitude of others towards
homosexuality?
2.5 We see discussion by some of the
participants about pre-marital sexual relations.
What different attitudes do we see? How do those
who support the idea and those who oppose it
justify their attitude?

2.6 Carol reveals her involvement in abortion.
What different attitudes towards abortion do we
see? How does the group respond to Carol’s
revelation? How does each side justify its point of
view? Carol is admitting to doing something that
several of the others would see as murder. How do
they respond to her personally?

On their final night in the house together, the group
tackle the biggest question of all – with numbers
dropping rapidly, what is the future of Christianity
in Australia?

2.1 What do the statistics show about
Christianity in Australia?
See also Appendix 2 for recent census information
about Christianity in Australia. How is it changing?
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2.2 We see the participants attending a session
at Speaker’s Corner. Why is the resurrection of
Jesus a central part of Christianity? What do the
speakers claim about the resurrection? How is it
challenged?
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2.12 Having seen what divides the group, what do
you think unites them?
2.13 The program was criticised by some Christian
reviewers and participants for emphasising division,
and not presenting a strong enough emphasis on
what their Christianity means to them in everyday
life. Do you think this is a fair criticism? Explain your
views.
You can see some reviews and the experiences of
some of the participants at:

2.7 We see several different forms of worship
– including street preaching, a prayer service, a
gathering of motor cycle riders, and a Pentecostal
gathering with modern music and dancing. How do
different participants react to different styles? What
is the message about forms of worship that this
variety makes?
2.8 A key issue raised near the end of the
program is the issue of Church and change. Two
attitudes are presented towards the survival of the
church in the future: that the church must change
and reflect the society, or that the church must hold
fast to its core beliefs, even if socially and culturally
out of step with the fashions of the present times.
Which do you think is the more appropriate
approach?
2.9 We saw the beliefs and attitudes of the
participants when they arrived at the house. Which
of them change their attitudes, or reconsider what
they came in with? Why does that happen? Why
do some not change their attitudes?
2.10 The program is about 10 Christians and
their beliefs and attitudes. But two of the ten are
different from the others, and are arguably not
Christians – Steve who was but is not a practising
Christian; and Hannah, whose denomination as a
Mormon has not been accepted by all the others
as Christian. Why do you think they were chosen
as part of the ten? Do you think their experiences
and situations add to the exploration of the idea of
‘Christians’? Explain your views.

2.14 The program covers many different elements
of Christianity:
•
•
•
•

BELIEFS
ATTITUDES
VALUES
INSTITUTIONS

•
•

FAITH
FORMS OF WORSHIP

What have you learned about each of these from the
program?

2.15 Do you think their Christianity contributes
towards good citizenship in our society? Explain your
views.
AT THE END OF THIS EPISODE, LOOK BACK AT
YOUR INITIAL IDEAS ABOUT CHRISTIANS AND
CHRISTIANITY. HAVE YOU CHANGED ANY OF YOUR
INITIAL IDEAS?
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2.11 In the final scene we see the participants
discussing what their Christianity means to them.
What are the main reasons that are given for the
strength of their commitment to Christianity in their
lives?

What Was it Really Like on SBS Show ‘Christians
Like Us’? Behind the Scenes with Assumpta
Venkatachalam
https://hope1032.com.au/stories/culture/
tv-reviews/2019/christians-like-us-behind-thescenes-with-assumpta-venkatachalam/
Church divide laid bare in SBS series ‘Christians Like
Us’
https://www.eternitynews.com.au/culture/churchdivide-laid-bare-in-sbs-series-christians-like-us/
TV series review: Christians Like Us
https://others.org.au/reviews/
tv-series-review-christians-like-us/
Christians Like Us: tense talks in this Big Brother
house straining for heaven
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2019/
apr/03/christians-like-us-tense-talks-in-this-bigbrother-house-straining-for-heaven
Heartbreaking story of child abuse stuns participants
on explosive new doco
https://www.news.com.au/entertainment/
tv/reality-tv/heartbreaking-story-ofchild-abuse-stuns-participants-onexplosive-new-doco/news-story/
c0ea8adb8421260c27b3e68a15cd8129
Christians Like Us – A Post-Mortem
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/
christians-like-us-post-mortem/
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Creating a film series
Christians Like Us is a form of documentary film-making.
Documentaries can be different types:

2 Does it have elements of the others in it? Explain your
reasons.

•
•
•
•
•

3 Any film uses a variety of elements and strategies to have
an impact. Consider the way the elements in table 2 are used
in the program. Summarise your ideas.

1

Fly-on-the-wall
Point-of-view
Argumentative/persuasive/activist
Narrative, story-telling, informational
Dramatic entertainment.

Do you think that Christians Like Us is an effective and
successful program? Explain your reasons.

Which type is this one? Justify your answer.

Aspect
Structure of
the program

Comments

TABLE

2

Role of the
narrator
Tone or
style of the
program
Use of music,
sound
The choice
of locations
or scenes
The choice
of issues
Use of the
personal diary
to camera
The use of
editing to
create drama
Use of camera
location and
angles
© ATOM 2019

Any other
features that
you notice
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Christians believe that Jesus was the Son of God, both fully
human and divine. He was also part of the trinity that is God
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Jesus’
earliest followers came to believe that he was the Messiah,
or messenger, sent by God to free God’s people from slavery,
sin, and death and to announce the coming of the Kingdom
of Heaven. Christians believe that God sent his son, Jesus, in
human form so that people would better understand God as a
caring and loving parent.
The historical Jesus lived and experienced the suffering
of humans. He was born in the town of Bethlehem in the
northern region of Palestine and was brought up in the town of
Nazareth where he trained as a carpenter.

Appendix 1 –
Background
information
** What is Christianity, and who are
‘Christians’?
Christianity is the name given to the religion that is based
on the teachings of the Jewish historical figure, Jesus of
Nazareth, as recorded in the New Testament of the bible.
Jesus of Nazareth was a historical figure, a first century
Jewish preacher and religious leader who lived in Palestine
between approximately 4BC and 30/33 AD.

From the age of about 30 he became a preacher who
wandered around Palestine and gathered a group of followers
or disciples. He healed the sick and told stories, or parables,
and preached sermons that taught what God wanted
people to do – to love God with all their hearts and love their
neighbours as themselves. Jesus taught by example. By being
loving and forgiving himself, Jesus taught others to be loving
and forgiving - especially toward those who were considered
outcasts in society: including lepers, tax collectors, foreigners
and prostitutes.
Jesus’ preaching upset the Romans politically – they saw
him as a potential leader of a Jewish revolt against them. His
preaching also upset the leaders of the Jewish religion, who
saw him threatening their power and influence over the Jewish
people and claimed that his teachings were blasphemous.
When Jesus was finally executed by crucifixion, by the
Romans in Jerusalem, his followers believed that he rose
from the dead after three days in the tomb and ascended into
heaven as the Son of God. These events are commemorated
by Christians at Easter.

The term AD was created in the year 525 around this person
– it is an abbreviation of the Latin phrase “Anno Domini,”
or the Year of Our Lord. So AD525 was the 525th year since
the birth of Our Lord, Jesus. We celebrate ‘Christmas’ today,
commemorating the birth of Jesus, the Christ or Saviour. The
abbreviation BC, or Before Christ, became popular several
hundreds of years later. As this way of referencing past time
is based on Christian culture, modern secularists prefer the
terms BCE BC refers to ‘Before Christ’, and AD (Before the
Common Era) and CE (Common Era), even though they are still
dating events from the time of Jesus.

APX 1
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The Jewish religion believed that there would be a savior
or Messiah, whose coming was prophesied in the Hebrew
Scriptures or Old Testament. Jesus’ followers believed that
he was this savior of the Jews who, at the time, were under
the rule of the Romans. However, not everyone saw him this
way.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Christian_denominations_by_number_of_members

These are part of the core beliefs of Christianity:
• that there is one God, existing in a trinity of God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spirit;
• that Jesus lived and died as a man and rose again and appeared to some of his disciples;
• that Jesus’ death opened the way for all humans to experience salvation and a life after death; and
• that people are to love God, and to love each other, to live a good life, and to help others.
While these beliefs are a common core for Christians, there
are many variations among denominations and individuals
about exactly what Christianity is, what people must believe,
how literally to read the gospels, what is good behavior, how
religious faith should be organized, the role of women as
religious leaders, and how religious faith should be expressed.
Some of his followers later spoke about Jesus’ life, and these
stories are recorded in what are known as the four Gospels (or
‘good news’) of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John). The words
of other followers, especially Saint Paul, were also recorded,
and became part of a collection known as the New Testament.
These are the main sources of Jesus’ life, teachings and
message.
The Old and New Testaments are collectively known to
Christians as the Bible, their holy book. The Bible, and
especially the New Testament, sets out the essential Christian
values and beliefs, which essentially involve loving god,
behaving well towards others, and helping others. Caring for
others especially the weaker or less fortunate members of
society are strong elements of Christianity.

Not all Christians accept this explanation of the nature of the
Bible, and believe that the Bible records the words of God,
which must be followed literally. Others believe that where the
Bible does not literally state a fact (such as ‘Jesus was born in
Bethlehem’) it is appropriate to interpret the words in a more
figurative way.
Christianity survived Jesus’ death as a minority and
persecuted religion, until the Roman Emperor Constantine (in
312AD) adopted Christianity as the official Roman religion.
Christianity’s base became Rome. The religion spread east
to Asia Minor,(modern day Turkey) and to the west, through
Roman conquests and Christian missionary activities.
The western and eastern branches of Christianity started to
differ in some beliefs, institutions and rituals during the fifth
century AD, and again in the 11th century, when the Eastern
orthodox Church separated from Rome. The church based in
Rome became known as the Catholic (or universal) Church.
Divisions also appeared in the west in the sixteenth century
with the Protestant Reformation. The German monk Martin
Luther protested in 1517AD against the role and abuse of
power of the popes, as well as abuses and corruption among
some of the religious groups of priests, monks and nuns who
were members of the Catholic Church.
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However, most biblical scholars believe that these gospels
and letters were written many years after the events – perhaps
30, 40, 50 or even more years later). The four ’authors’ were
probably not eyewitnesses to the events, but recorded stories
over time. The gospels were not written in the language
of Jesus and his followers, and were written for different
audiences. They were written to promote the teachings of
Jesus and tell the story of his life, death and resurrection and
to persuade others to follow these beliefs. It is also likely that

the stories did not necessarily record actual events, but were
created to prove that Jesus was the savior predicted in the
Old Testament – so the stories had Jesus doing things that
fulfilled the Old Testament prophesies and ‘proved’ that Jesus
was the savior.
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Several splinter groups of Protestants developed out of
the Reformation, creating different versions of Christianity,
including Lutherans, Anglicans, Calvinists, Evangelicals and
many more, who broke away from the Catholic Church and
refused to accept the authority of the Pope, and many of the
forms of Catholic worship.

This splintering of groups has continued today, with some
groups adopting a more evangelical (or active preaching)
version of Christianity than the traditional forms. While many of
the beliefs of these churches are similar, there are differences
in their rules and ceremonies.

Christianity is the world’s most populous religion.
Of the world’s approximately 2.8 billion Christians, about 50% follow the Roman Catholic tradition,
about 12% the Eastern Orthodox Catholicism, and about 38% the Protestant varieties.
About 37% of these Christians are in the Americas, 26% in Europe, 24% in sub-Saharan Africa,
13% in the Asia-Pacific region, and 1% in the Middle-East and North Africa.
Christians are a majority in 158 countries of the world. About
280 million live as a minority group in the other countries.
While Christianity is in decline in the numbers of active
participants in most western societies, it is growing in parts
of South America, Asia and Africa. In many parts of the world
however, Christians today are being persecuted for their
beliefs.

Christianity has a religious base, but it is also a significant
element in the world’s humanitarian, educational, health and
social welfare fields.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Christian_denominations_by_number_of_members
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Appendix 2 – Christianity in Australia
Religion in Australia as declared in the census (2016):

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Australia

Major religious affiliations in Australia by census year
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Major religious affiliations
described in Australian censuses

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Australia

For a news analysis article discussing the rise of Pentecostalism in
Australia see: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-08-28/pentecostalmegachurches-are-redefining-australian-religion/11446368
© ATOM 2019
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Join ATOM’s email broadcast list for invitations to
free screenings, conferences, seminars, etc.
Sign up now at <http://www.metromagazine.com.au/email_list/>.
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